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Key highlights

e Compliance: In May 2026, 229 out of 252 cities with 80% and above days with continuous ambient air quality monitoring stations

(CAAQMS) available data recorded PM, . concentrations below India’s National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) of 60 ug/m?.
Ten cities complied with the World Health Organization’s (WHO) daily safe guideline concentration of 15 ug/m?.

o NCAP cities: The monthly average PM, . levels in five National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) cities (out of 94 cities with more than

80% of days with data) surpassed India's daily NAAQS for PM, ., while 92 of 94 NCAP cities exceeded the WHO's daily guideline.

o Non-NCAP cities: Among the 158 non-NCAP cities with over 80% of days with CAAQMS data, 150 cities reported monthly average
PM, . levels above the WHO daily guideline. Eighteen cities exceeded the daily NAAQS.

e Most polluted city: Charkhi Dadri in Haryana ranked as the most polluted city in India in May 2026, recording a monthly average

PM, . concentration of 99 ug/m?, surpassing the daily NAAQS limit of 60 ug/m?® for 21 days in the month.
o Charkhi Dadri recorded nine days in the ‘Very Poor’ category, four days in the ‘Poor’ category, nine days in ‘Moderate’ category,
eight days in ‘Satisfactory’, and one day in ‘Good’ category.
o Khora in Uttar Pradesh was the second most polluted city in India during May 2026, with monthly average PM, _ of 94
pg/m?3,
o Throughout May 2026, Khora recorded eight days in the ‘Very Poor’ category, nine days in the ‘Poor’ category, nine days in the

‘Moderate’ category, four days in the ‘Satisfactory’ category and one day in ‘Good’ category.
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o Panchgaon, Modinagar, Byrnihat, Jind, Faridabad, Mandideep, Bahadurgarh, and Meerut were in the top 10 cities,
with Panchgaon and Meerut in third and tenth places, respectively.

o Haryana accounted for five of the ten most polluted cities in May 2026, followed by Uttar Pradesh with three
cities, then each one in Assam and Madhya Pradesh.
State with most polluted cities: Among all Indian states, Haryana had the highest number of cities exceeding NAAQS,

with 13 out of 23 recording PM, _ higher than the standards. Of these cities, two were in the ‘Good’ category, eight in the
‘Satisfactory’ category, 12 cities were in the ‘Moderate’ category, and one in ‘Poor’ category. Uttar Pradesh had the
second highest number with five out of 22 cities exceeding NAAQS.

Cleanest city: Aizawl in Mizoram was recorded as the cleanest city in India during May 2026, with a monthly

average PM_ . of 3 ug/m?®, followed by Dombivli with a monthly average PM, . of 10 ug/m®. The top 10 cleanest cities
comprise of Maharashtra with three cities, followed by Karnataka with two cities and one each from Assam, Bihar,

Kerala, Mizoram, and Odisha.

Frequency in top 10 polluted cities: A total of 61 cities were featured in the daily top 10 most polluted cities list in
May 2026, topped by Khora (23 days), followed by Charkhi Dadri (18 days), Panchgaon (16 days) , Modinagar (15 days),
Byrnihat and Jind each (14 days), Mandideep (11 days) and Panipat (10 days).

Megacities: Delhi (53 pg/m?), Bangalore (27 pg/m?), Mumbai (17 pg/m?), Kolkata (23 ug/m?3) and Chennai (21 ug/m?) all
recorded monthly average PM, . levels below the daily standard.



Number of cities vs. frequency of days
with PM, _ concentration above NAAQS and WHO guidelines - May 2026

Categorisation of non-NCAP cities Total # of cities with >80% of the days Categorisation of NCAP cities
against compliance to NAAQS guidelines

&

against compliance to NAAQS guidelines with CAAQMS data

Categorisation of non-NCAP cities

Categorisation of NCAP cities
against compliance to WHO guidelines

against compliance to WHO guidelines

% of days above standard
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Top 10 most polluted cities in India by PM, _ concentration - May 2026

Days in respective AQI categories based on PM, (ng/m3) - May 2026

City (0-30)  (31-60)
Charkhi Dadri 1 8
Khora 1 4
Panchgaon 1 9
Modinagar 1 6
Byrnihat 0 1
Jind 0 7
Faridabad 0 8
Mandideep 0 6
Bahadurgarh 0 5
Meerut 2 7
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Status of PM, . concentration in May 2025 for top 10 most polluted cities in May
2026 across India

Year-on-year change of top 10 most polluted cities in India by PM2.5 concentration -

Days in respective AQI categories based on PM, (ng/m3) - May 2025 May 2026
. *indicates NCAP cities
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Distribution of cities by PM, _ air quality index (AQI) based on monthly average PM, ,
concentrations - May 2026
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Top 10 cleanest cities in India by PM, _ concentration - May 2026

Top 10 cleanest cities in India by PM2.5 concentration - May 2026
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. g 10 10
Katihar 30 0 0 0 0 0 §
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t polluted cities (PM, ., pg/m°) in India - May 2026
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PM, _ concentrations across state capital cities in India - May 2026

*indicates NCAP cities

NAAQS

60

53

Itanagar (Arunachal Pradesh); Dispur (Assam); Panaiji (Goa); Shimla (Himachal Pradesh); Ranchi (Jharkhand); Port Blair (Andaman and Nicobar Islands); Daman (Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu); Leh (Ladakh);

and Kavaratti (Lakshadweep) don’t have an operational CAAQMS.

¢4 CREA

WHO

L2z}

16

16
II 13

~
—

—/I
-

19

22
II |

25

23

29
28 27 27 u

34

48
47
| | 35

0

o
< N

(sw/8M) uonesyuadu0d §'ZNd Ues |y

weJozip
‘Imezyy

e|eJay
‘weandeyjueueAndiy

winyIs

“018uen

Auayonpnd
‘A1aayanpnd
Jlwysey pue nwwer
‘aedeulls

Lelyseleyep
‘lequiniy

xEYsIpo
‘Jemsaueqnyg

Lpuejeden
‘ewyoy

«NPEN Jlwe]
‘leuuay)

ysapeud eqypuy
‘lleAelewy

L|eduagisam
‘erey|oy

Lylessimeyyd
‘andiey
Lylesipueyd
‘yledipueyd
Leejeuley)
‘a10]e3ueg

L.Yysapeld eAypen
‘ledoyg

jeselng
‘redeNiypueo
Leueduejp]
‘peqesapAH
Lpueyyesenn
‘unpeayaq

«LNI_m
‘eujed

xYSopelid Jenn
‘mouxdnT

Jueyisefey
‘andier

«1Y19040 LON
‘ly12@



ith CAAQMS

ities wi

lus ¢

llionp

Indo-Gangetic Plain in India - May 2026

I0NS aCross mi

PMz.5 concentrat

NAAQS

)
—

19

II i

ia

Ind
25

7

inin
2

32

L
o
o
)
b
{=
(]
1
0
d
m

lus ci
42

llion p
47

47

53
47

ions across mi

o o
< ~N

60

PM2.5 concentrat

?E\wzv UOI3RJIUIIUOD G ZNd Ued

UTTAR PRAQGSH

itiesin
41
II

(with CAAQMS) - May 2026
73
‘l

0

% CREA

1e8uag isam
‘un3is

ysapeld 1enn
‘Aseg

1e8uag isam
‘ejex|oy

ysapeid Jenn
‘fes3eheld

yseSipueyd
‘yledipueyd

ysapeid Jenn
‘andyxeson

ysapeld jenn
‘Iseuelep

Jeylg
‘euled

ysopeid Jjenn
‘es8y

ysapeid jenn
‘anduey

qelund
‘Jesyuwy

qefund
‘Jeypuejer

qeflund
‘eueiypn

ysapeld jenn
‘mouydn

14y]2@ 4o 1ON
‘Y12

ysapeld Jenn
‘peqeizeyn

ysapeld jenn
RUSEETN]

euefiey
‘peqepLiey

% CREA

® Good ® satisfactory @ Moderate

¢4 CREA



Ambient air quality status in Delhi - May 2026
(PM, . concentration, pg/m?)
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Ambient air quality status in Mumbai - May 2026
(PM, . concentration, pg/m?)
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.-. . 2 ' 1
EEEEEEE B - Bl H: 257 : .20
G5 |53 S ES 1o B OS] s §8 o 101112131415
18192021 222324 17
2526272829303L 24
31
M

20211722 61 17 18 19 20 [ENea 121-250
M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTF S S

2728 29 30 =I 2526 27 28 29
3 4 31

TWTF S S M TWTF S S

91-120

May-2023 May-2024 May-2025 May-2026 61-90

[ - HEE
6789101112

31-60

I 0-30

EEElE

15[ [7][el[s] 1051

14 15 16 17 18 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
20 212223242526 1920 2122 2324 25 18 19 20 21 22 23

Dol —

M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTF S S




Ambient air quality status in Chennai - May 2026
(PM, . concentration, pg/m?)
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Ambient air quality status in Bangalore - May 2026
(PM, . concentration, pg/m?)
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125 5 ¢ dElE s | 1

7ol ¢ "o 01112 -...=== BEEEEEE 23456 78
14151617181920 [ s 1516171310 [HEHEEEE BEEEEEE o w0 ol s
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 20 21 22 23 24 GE|B6 [IS[S 202N 22252 [T S S 20202228 |8 .- i8S 2o B 22
2828 30 31 127 25 88 30 31 125262728 298081 242526 272828188 23 24 25 26 27 28

o0
M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTUF S S M TWTUF S S

>250

121-250

91-120

May-2023 May-2024 May-2025 May-2026 61-90

1234567
891011121314

02| 3 4 1S €23

1[2]s]4a
s HHHEEE EEEEEEE H: - - HEN 31-60
cHEENEE EEEEEEEE W2 13 14 15 16 17
15 16 17 10 (5120120 (201252225 2% 25 26| [iSI[26 21 -- |25 2425 88| 20 21 22 25 24 Io—so
-==-..- 27 28 29 30 31 262728293031 252627 28 29 30 31
29

M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTF S S M TWTZF S S

¢4 CREA



Ambient air quality status in Kolkata - May 2026
(PM, . concentration, pg/m?)
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Data sources

Ambient air quality data recorded by Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations (CAAQMS) is downloaded from the 'Central Control Room for Air
Quality Management - All India' dashboard operated by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).

Resources

To subscribe to these monthly air quality snapshots and to access the graphs and web version of this snapshot on our website here- India monthly
ambient air quality snapshot



https://airquality.cpcb.gov.in/ccr/#/caaqm-dashboard-all/caaqm-landing
https://airquality.cpcb.gov.in/ccr/#/caaqm-dashboard-all/caaqm-landing
https://energyandcleanair.org/india-monthly-ambient-air-quality-snapshot-july-2024/
https://energyandcleanair.org/india-monthly-ambient-air-quality-snapshot-july-2024/

