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Delhi most polluted city in October: All
top 10 in NCR, but stubble burning not
the primary cause
New Delhi, 5 November 2024 – The October India Monthly Ambient Air Quality Snapshot
published by the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) found that October saw
increasing pollution in the country, with 49 cities breaching PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS). What’s more, the number of cities exceeding daily World Health
Organization (WHO) standards rose to 250, up from 220 in September.

According to the analysis, Delhi ranked as India’s most polluted city in October 2024, with a
monthly average PM2.5 level of 111 µg/m³, marking the highest pollution level for the city
since 2021. The city experienced only 9 'Good' days, along with 5 'Satisfactory' days and 8
'Moderate' days. However, pollution escalated to 'Poor' levels (91-120 µg/m³) on 4 days and
reached 'Very Poor' levels (121-250 µg/m³) on 14 days. This October average was 2.5 times
higher than September’s 43 µg/m³.

Manoj Kumar, Analyst, Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) said, ‘ According to the
Decision Support System for Air Quality Management in Delhi, transboundary sources contributed 60
to 70% of Delhi's average PM2.5 levels in October while less than 10% originated from stubble
burning. The elevated PM2.5 concentrations reveal the impact of year-round pollution sources such
as transport, industries, and power plants, emphasising the need for comprehensive, long-term
strategies.’

Ghaziabad, Muzaffarnagar, Hapur, Noida, Meerut, Charkhi Dadri, Greater Noida, Gurgaon, and
Bahadurgarh were identified as the second to tenth most polluted cities in India in descending
order, all situated within the National Capital Region (NCR). This alarming ranking persists
despite the implementation of the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP), which has been in
effect since October 15.

In addition, for the first time this year, Uttar Pradesh has dominated the list of India’s top 10
most polluted cities, with six cities in the state making the ranking, followed by two from Haryana
and one from Bihar.

In October 2024, a total of 79 Indian cities were categorised as 'Good (0-30 µg/m³)' on the PM2.5
AQI scale, while 135 cities were 'Satisfactory (31-60 µg/m³)', 44 cities were 'Moderate (61-90 µg/m³)'
and 5 cities were ‘Poor (91-150 µg/m³).

https://ews.tropmet.res.in/dss/index.php
https://caqm.nic.in/WriteReadData/LINKS/GRAP%20Order%20dt%20141020243e08bb58-9b79-4c54-b022-4f7b1e12063b.pdf
https://energyandcleanair.org/


Overall, October experienced a shift from the ‘Good’ to the ‘Satisfactory’ or ‘Moderate’
categories compared to September, largely due to changes observed in the states of the
Indo-Gangetic Plain (IGP).

With the exception of Delhi, all other megacities such as Chennai, Mumbai, Kolkata, and Bangalore
managed to maintain PM2.5 values below NAAQS in October.

Eight new Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations (CAAQMS) with seven in Tamil Nadu
and one in West Bengal were installed in October, marking the highest monthly installation this
year and raising the national total from 551 to 559 stations, thereby expanding coverage from 282
to 289 cities.

-End-

Note: All cities included in this snapshot are cities with more than 80% of the days in October 2024
with recorded PM2.5 data available.
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Notes to editors
● Link to the October Monthly Air Quality Snapshot:

https://energyandcleanair.org/india-monthly-ambient-air-quality-snapshot-october-2024
● Link to city ranking: India monthly ambient air quality snapshot: October 2024_CREA
● Previous India monthly air quality snapshots can be found here:

https://energyandcleanair.org/category/monthly-snapshot-india/
● Link to Daily Winter Air Quality Dashboard: https://ncap.energyandcleanair.org/

About CREA
The Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) is an independent research organisation
focused on revealing the trends, causes, and health impacts, as well as the solutions, to air
pollution. CREA was founded in December 2019 in Helsinki and has staff in several Asian and
European countries. The organisation’s work is funded through philanthropic grants and revenue
from commissioned research. www.energyandcleanair.org.
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