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Taiwan imports USD 3.5 billion of
Russian coal since start of invasion,
becomingworld’s fifth-largest importer
TAIPEI, 8 July 2024 - Following Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in 2022, sanctions have been
placed on Russian fossil fuel exports by the European Union and the G7, including coal as of August
2022. The sanctions have forced Russia to find new strategies to maintain its exports, such as
reducing prices to attract new markets and maintain export volumes that replace sales previously
exported to EU/G7 buyers. The changes in the trends of Russian fossil fuel flows have notably been
reflected in coal imports to Taiwan, which is now the fifth largest importer of Russian coal.

Today, the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA), Taiwan-based non-profit the
Environmental Rights Foundation, and German-based non-profit Ecodefense have released a
report revealing that Taiwan has imported USD 3.5 billion of Russian coal since the start of the
invasion of Ukraine and imports have risen 31% in the last 12 months, placing Taiwan as the fifth
largest importer of Russian coal.

Estimates also reveal that Taiwan’s imports of Russian coal were globally the second highest in
terms of value per capita, with the average citizen in Taiwan purchasing USD 147 per person since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

Taiwan relies heavily on coal for power generation and previously, Taiwan’s energy provider,
Taiwan Power Company (also known as Taipower), has been a key buyer of Russian coal. However,
they received their last shipment in September 2022, following up on their declaration that they
would no longer be purchasing Russian coal. Yet, despite Taipower’s decision to stop importing
Russian coal, private firms have since picked up the slack and coal imports into Taiwan have
increased by 31% in the most recent 12 months compared to the prior 12-month period in volume
terms. The coal imported from Russia is also cheaper and lower quality than Taiwan’s imports of
coal from Australia.

Taiwan’s imports of other Russian fossil fuels have also risen in the past year, with volumes of
Russian oil products shooting up over 200% in the past 12 months compared to the prior 12
months. Since the start of Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, Taiwan has bought USD 2.9 bn of
Russian oil products, contributing an estimated USD 600 mn to the Kremlin in tax revenues, which
go towards financing Putin’s war.

https://energyandcleanair.org/
https://erf.org.tw/english-about-us/
https://ecodefense.ru/category/english/
https://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2022/08/25/2003784099


“As the volume of Russian fossil fuels imported by Taiwan has increased, so has dependence on
Russia. From an energy security angle, Taiwan should reduce its reliance on one provider to avoid the
threat of spikes in prices and supply issues. Any dependence on Russia comes with the inherent risk
that supplies and therefore prices are vulnerable to decisions made in the Kremlin. When Russia cut
flows of pipeline gas to Europe, household gas prices rose by 200%”, said Isaac Levi, Europe-Russia
Policy & Energy Analysis Team Lead at the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA).

“Fossil fuels are a key economic support for Russia’s authoritarian regime and its acts of aggression.
This is why, after Putin’s full-scale invasion started in 2022, the EU and G7 swiftly banned importing
Russian fossil fuels. Despite this, Taiwanese companies continue to purchase coal from Russia. These
ongoing purchases finance Putin’s war, exacerbating the suffering of the Ukrainian people”, stated
Vladimir Slivyak, founder of the Russian environmental organization Ecodefense.

“Furthermore, most of Russia's coal mines are located in the Kuzbass region, where coal mining
severely impacts the health of local residents and the environment. Continuing to import Russian
coal infringes on human rights and has a devastating impact on the environment and the climate”,
Slivyak underscored.

“If Taiwan continues to purchase large quantities of Russian coal, it both contravenes its
international responsibility to defend human rights and democracy and also perpetuates its
dependence on Russian coal. This further exposes Taiwan’s energy security to significant geopolitical
risks and also contributes to the ever increasing extreme climate events”, said Hsin Hsuan Sun,
Researcher at Environmental Rights Foundation.

CREA calls on all companies in Taiwan to cease buying Russian coal and to provide specific plans
and timelines to global shareholders and investors to facilitate achieving these goals.
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Note to editors
The report related to this press release can be found here.

About CREA
The Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air (CREA) is an independent research organisation
focused on revealing the trends, causes, and health impacts, as well as the solutions, to air
pollution. CREA was founded in December 2019 in Helsinki and has staff in several Asian and
European countries. The organisation’s work is funded through philanthropic grants and revenue
from commissioned research.

www.energyandcleanair.org

About Environmental Rights Foundation
Environmental Rights Foundation (ERF) is an NPO based in Taiwan. Its mission is to protect
environmental rights as stipulated in the country’s Constitution, the Basic Environment Act
and other environmental laws.

ERF focuses on three key areas: environmental rights protection, community
empowerment, and democracy deepening. The foundation provides legal assistance to
affected communities domestically and abroad, advocates the right to participate in the
decision-making process of environmental matters, and seeks to achieve environmental
justice.

mailto:hhsun@erf.org.tw
mailto:ecodefense@protonmail.com
https://energyandcleanair.org/publication/taiwans-imports-of-russian-coal-rose-31-percent-in-last-12-months
http://www.energyandcleanair.org


About Ecodefense
Established in 1989, Ecodefense is one of the oldest environmental groups in Russia.
Ecodefense campaigns for the climate, safe energy and the protection of nature. After
Russia started the full-scale invasion in Ukraine in 2022, Ecodefense relocated to Europe
where they are campaigning for peace and climate issues. The group has won a number of
international awards including the Right Livelihood and the Baltic Sea Award. Ecodefense
is funded by charitable non-governmental grants.

Methodology and data sources

We use Kpler to track the seaborne fossil fuel exports from Russia. Kpler uses a variety of
sources andmetrics, including historical and live automatic identification system (AIS)
data as well as customs data. Kpler implements their ownmodels to estimate volumes and
commodities exported on each shipment. More details on our data methodology for
Russia’s fossil fuel exports can be found here. We undertook a comparison of Taiwan’s
imports of Russian fossil fuels as reported in Taiwan’s customs data with the Kpler trade
data to find similar estimates. We use multiple datasets to verify our findings.

Data on different regions' populations was taken from the World Population Review figures
for 2024 to calculate the USD spent on Russian fossil fuel imports per capita.

The methodology used to calculate Russian tax revenues associated with the exports of
Russian oil products is detailed in the methodology section of this document. We have
used the conservative estimate of the Kremlin’s tax revenues from associated oil products
exports calculated as 22% of the export value.

https://www.russiafossiltracker.com/methodology/
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries
https://worldpopulationreview.com/countries
https://energyandcleanair.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/CREA_CSD_A-Kremlin-pit-stop_The-EU-imported-EUR-3-bn-of-oil-products-from-Turkish-ports-handling-Russian-oil.pdf

